From Feudalism to Capitalism
upper class owns the sources of supply, the machin-
ery, the land, the money-capital; the second or
lower class depends on the upper class for its em-
ployment, and, having no money apart from wages,
is destitute if unemployed, or must be provided for
by charity or by the State.
A large proportion of society, however, derives
income from occupations which depend mainly on
individual effort. It is this section of the community
from which is recruited what we have elsewhere
described as middle opinion. In such professions as
the law or medicine, for instance, the individual
employs himself (although the system of employer
and employee is reproduced even here: the barrister
has his clerk and the doctor his assistant or secretary).
The professions, however, are still largely a pre-
serve for the upper class, which alone can afford
the education necessary for a professional career.
Only in exceptional cases, where he has been able
to obtain a scholarship, can a child of the lower
classes enter the professions. Education, in fact,
which is the key to the professional type of work,
is itself affected by the two-class system: the public
schools cater for the upper wing of the upper class,
and various types of secondary schools for the lower
wing, while the lower class is mainly educated in
elementary State schools.
There are also certain trade occupations in which
a man may be his own employer, such as the
small retail shop. But the tendency, as we shall see
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